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National EE Week  
April 15-22 2007 

 
National Environmental Education Week is the single largest organized 
environmental education event in U.S. history. It will increase the educational 
impact of Earth Day by creating a full week of educational preparation, learning, 
and activities in K-12 classrooms, nature centers, zoos, museums, and aquariums. 
 

According to the U.S. Department of Energy almost one-fourth of energy used in 
homes comes from electronic devices such as cell phones and iPods. Because 
young people are “plugged in” more than ever, they play a critical role in the 
consumption of energy. For that reason, the National Environmental Education & 
Training Foundation (NEETF) is pleased to announce a special focus on energy 
for National EE Week 2007, with energy-themed curricula, resources, and 
activities available for free online at www.eeweek.org. 
 

National EE Week is coordinated by NEETF in cooperation with hundreds of 
outstanding schools, environmental education organizations, education 
associations, state and federal agencies. Participation goals for 2007 are: 100,000 
educators, 3 million students, 50 million hours of learning, and 5,000 Earth Day 
service learning projects. 
 

 

Sign up to participate in National Environmental Education Week 2007! 
Sign-up and participation are free at www.eeweek.org. 

 

2007 New Mexico Partners 
• Albuquerque Public Schools 

• Audubon New Mexico 

• Berino Elementary School 

• Capulin Volcano National Monument 

• Chihuahuan Desert Nature Park 

• Gadsden Independent School District 

• Jefferson Middle School 

• Keep New Mexico Beautiful, Inc. 

• Hot Springs High School 

• Manzano Day School 

 
The National Environmental Education & Training Foundation is a private non-profit organization 
chartered in 1990 by the U.S. Congress to advance environmental education in America and abroad. 
For more information about NEETF, visit www.neetf.org. 

• McKinley Middle School 

• New Futures 

• New Futures Science Department 

• Rio Grande Elementary School     

• Roswell Association for Gifted Students 

• Sandia Mountain Natural History Center 

• Sunrise Elementary School 

• Vado Elementary 

• Washington Middle School 

• Wilson Middle School 
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EEANMNEWS 

Message from the President-Elect 
 

Greetings EEANM Members! 
 

I am honored to have your support as the incoming President-Elect.  As the NM 
State Park Education and Resource Program Manager, I am fortunate to work daily 
with amazing staff, teachers, visitors, partner agencies and volunteers in 
protecting our state's valuable resources.  I am personally committed to educating 
NM citizens about our unique heritage, cultivating resource stewardship.  EEANM 
has contributed greatly to such endeavors in the past and I will work hard with you 
to ensure that EEANM meets its statewide goals and provides leadership. 
 

Partnership with other agencies is particularly important to me and the following 
are several statewide projects I have been involved in:  the Statewide Outdoor 
Classroom Program initiative between State Parks and the Public Ed Department; 
the "Kids to Parks" transportation grant program; and the No Child Left 
Inside outdoor education initiative. This is an exciting time for environmental 
education in New Mexico and I am pleased to be a part of  it all. 
 

         Happy Trails, 
         Christy Tafoya 
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E E A N M 
awarded 4 
s e r v i c e 
l e a r n i n g 
grants in the 
amount of  

$500 for the 2006-2007 
school year. These grants 
were used by diverse groups 
of  students to implement 
environmental projects that 
served their community in 
some capacity.  
 

This is the third year that 
EEANM has awarded 
service learning grants.  
 

Our goal is to directly 
support New Mexico’s 
students in taking action to 
i m p r ove  t h e i r  l o c a l 
environments. We hope to 
continue this program in the 
future.   
 

Congratulations to the 
following community groups 
for taking action to improve 
their local environment. 

Cornstalk Institute  

Cornstalk Institute Community Garden 
The Cornstalk Institute is a non-profit youth 
organization located in the South Valley of 
Albuquerque. The Community Garden Program 
will educate students on how to prepare, plant, 
maintain, and harvest foods while keeping our 
precious water resource in mind. This project will 
also create an opportunity to connect youth with 
family and community members. 
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Santa Fe Children’s Museum 

Get Green!: A Green Building Project 
This family-friendly project will help children, 
teens, and adults strengthen their relationships 
with the environment during a three-day 
community service project to renovate the 
Museum’s outdoor amphitheater using green and 
salvaged materials. Families will learn 
environmentally-friendly building techniques 
while lending a hand in the construction.  

Manzano High School 

Key Club Xeriscape Project 

Student of the Manzano Key Club are taking the 
initiative to create a native-plant xeriscape garden 
at their school. They will be involved in all stages 
of the planning process including: selecting a 
location, taking measurements and mapping their 
design, identifying resources, selecting plants, and 
preparing the soil. 2,200 students will benefit from 
this project.   

Holy Ghost Catholic School 

Albuquerque EnviroServe Project 
During the 2006-2007 school year, students will 
visit Albuquerque Open Space lands to complete a 
variety of habitat improvement projects and 
participate in a variety of environmental education 
activities related to the field work-site. Activities 
will include: trail work, exotic removal, litter 
pickup, irrigation setup, and nature hikes. Over 70 
students will contribute over 600 hours of service. 



EEANM— 4                                                       EE-CONNECTIONS—WINTER/SPRING 2007

 

EEANMSPONSORED EVENT 



EEANM— 5                                                       EE-CONNECTIONS—WINTER/SPRING 2007

 

ideas for sustainable funding of these programs, which 
is a great long-term need for our state.  House Bill 
1232 (Rep. Gail Chasey) proposed a 1 percent excise tax 
on televisions and video games to fund outdoor 
education programs.  As State Park Director Dave 
Simon stated, kids need “more green time and less 
screen time” and the premise of the bill was to connect 
these causes and effects.  HB 1232 was the first 
legislation of its kind in the nation and has brought 
some additional attention to New Mexico. 
 

HB 1232 was heard in the House Taxation and Revenue 
Committee on February 21.  HB 1232 got a lengthy 
debate and many interesting points were raised, but the 
bill was ultimately tabled.  As Rep. Chasey stated, “the 
idea might have been a little before its time.”  
Nonetheless, the process was extremely valuable for 
raising awareness and it was a valuable step toward 
securing future sustainable funding for outdoor 
classroom programming in New Mexico.  Rep. Chasey 
should be thanked for her leadership to introduce this 
legislation and advocate for increasing kids’ contact 
with nature. 
 

Other Initiatives 

Outdoor programming in State Parks received support 
in other direct ways during this legislative session.  For 
instance, the legislature provided funding to plan and 
construct a new education facility at Rio Grande Nature 
Center State Park (RGNC) in Albuquerque.  RGNC is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary year of providing 
quality outdoor classroom programs to New Mexicans, 
and the funding will help move the new facility forward 
over the next year.  Mesilla Valley Bosque State Park, 
located near Las Cruces, also received support.  This 
new park will feature outdoor education programming 
along the southern Rio Grande; its visitor center is 
currently under construction and funds were provided 
to help finish the interpretive exhibits. 
 

The ambitious Rio Grande Trail project proposed by 
State Parks—a multi-use trail along as much of the 
river corridor as feasible and appropriate—also received 
legislative support.  The Legislature passed Senate Joint 
Memorial 44 (Sen. James Taylor) and House Joint 
Memorial 39 (Rep. Steinborn), which endorse the 
project and urged state and federal funding.  Nearly 
$300,000 was allocated for RGT land acquisition and 
construction.  The RGT will ultimately be an invaluable 
recreational and educational resource. 

Here is an update on the status of 
important legislative and other 
initiatives to expand Outdoor 
Classroom educational programs in 
New Mexico: 

Outdoor Classrooms Funding 

The recently concluded 2007 legislative session saw 
several bills introduced to fund Outdoor Classroom 
programs in New Mexico.  And the great news is, some 
produced success!  These bills were the outgrowth of a 
2005 joint study between the State Parks Division (State 
Parks) and the Public Education Department (PED).  
The study found enormous potential for outdoor 
classroom partnerships to improve the education of New 
Mexico’s children.  Research indicates that outdoor, 
interactive education can improve academic achievement, 
increase test scores, reduce discipline problems, build 
citizenry skills and resource stewardship ethics, and 
increase teacher job satisfaction.   The 2005 State Parks-
PED study proposed a "pilot project" phase of an 
expanded Outdoor Classroom program.  This pilot 
project phase outlined four components:  teacher 
training/curriculum development, transportation grants, 
educational materials, and service learning.  
 

Two identical companion bills to establish a “Math and 
Science Initiative” in New Mexico (Senate Bill 552, Sen. 
Cynthia Naval; and House Bill 220, Rep. John Heaton) 
both contained $500,000 requests for State Parks in 
FY08 for the Outdoor Classroom program.  In addition, 
House Bill 369 (Rep. Jimmie Hall) made a similar stand-
alone request of $500,000 for State Parks and Rep. Jeff 
Steinborn directed a portion of his discretionary funds to 
the program.  As a result of outstanding efforts by these 
legislators, as well as strong support from many private 
and public EE partners, and the support of Gov. Bill 
Richardson, the final FY08 budget includes $270,000 
for Outdoor Classrooms.  Of these funds, $250,000 will 
go to PED (State Parks and PED will collaborate on 
spending these funds) and $20,000 directly to State 
Parks.   This is an historic accomplishment, which puts 
New Mexico in the front ranks of states taking action on 
“No Child Left Inside” initiatives.  Thanks to all 
supporters for this incredible success! 
 

TV/Video Tax Bill 

Even as funds were being sought for the Outdoor 
Classroom pilot phase, State Parks was also floating 

EENEWS 
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Attention: New Mexico EDUCATORSAttention: New Mexico EDUCATORS  
Have a voice!  Get involved with the                        

New Mexico Statewide Outdoor Education Initiative 
by checking out the website below.  Help create an 

education clearinghouse, promote outdoor           
education, share curriculum, or work with the NM 

legislature. Let’s work together to get our kids,  
teachers, and communities outside! 

http://outdoor.riversource.nethttp://outdoor.riversource.net  

ECO-ED The Listserv for New Mexico Environmental  Educators 
 
 

The following is an example of how you would 
subscribe if your email address was leo@aldo.org 

1. Convert your email address as follows: 
leo@aldo.org  becomes  leo=aldo.org  

2. Add your converted email address to this 
phrase: ecoed-subscribe-
leo=aldo.org@lists.nm.org 

3. To subscribe, send an email message to:        
ecoed-subscribe-leo=aldo.org@lists.nm.org 

4. Don’t put anything in the subject line or in the 

body of the message. 

5. To send a message to the listserv, address it to:  
ecoed@lists.nm.org 

6. To unsubscribe from the listserv, send an email 
to:  ecoed-unsubscribe-
leo=aldo.org@lists.nm.org 

7. To reply to an individual’s message on the 
listserv, please create a new email message with 
their email address in the “To” field.  Do not 
press “Reply” or your message will go to the 
entire listserv. 

If you haven’t signed on to the eco-ed listserv, you are missing out on a great form of communication 
regarding environmental education in New Mexico. Signing up is easy; just follow the directions below. 

Meeting the Demand 
for Elementary Level 
Water Education 
 

One of the difficulties of being 
involved with a successful  
environmental education pro-
gram or event is that demand 
from your target audience may 
one day exceed supply. In 
other words, lots of people 
who want to attend your event 
cannot do so because of space, 
funding, and/or other limiting 
factors. This sounds like a 
good problem to have, but the 
truth is that your program is 
under-serving the community.  
If demand continues to be un-
met year after year, would you 
expect your target audience to 
stay interested? 
 

In the case of our elementary 
level water education pro-
gram, the target audience is 
fourth grade teachers. Over 
the past two years we experi-

enced a marked increase in teacher 
applications to attend both the Middle 
Rio Grande (MRG) and Santa Fe (SF) 
Children’s Water Festivals. Specifi-
cally, there were 150 teacher applica-
tions for the 2006 MRG festival yet 
we could only accept our usual 50 
teachers due to space, funding, and 
presenter constraints. As for the Santa 
Fe festival, three years ago we were 
able to accept all teacher applicants. 
Last year, we turned away nine teach-
ers. This year, we turned away 13. 
You can imagine the disappointment 

we now hear from teachers who are 
declined! How can we event organizers 
and educators do a better job meeting 
this kind of demand? 
 

What is a Children’s Water Festival? 

We work with three all-volunteer 
Steering Committees plus several  inde-
pendent contractors to plan, implement, 
and evaluate three festivals. One event 
is held in Albuquerque, one in Santa Fe, 
and one in Rio Rancho (2008). All festi-

(Continues on page 7) 
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vals are open to public, private, and home schools. The 
goal of our water festivals is to educate fourth grade 
students and their teachers in a fun and interactive at-
mosphere about water and its relationships to human 
and other natural resources. The program vision is to: 
introduce students to new ideas, options and solutions 
so they will conserve and protect water for the future, 
lay the foundation for further learning, and reach as 
many children as possible. 
 

Students and teachers attend five of the one or two 
dozen activities (depending on festival size) held during 
the course of one day, and the festival is held over two 
days. The festival is held in the largest facility possible 
that also has classroom-style room arrangements. 
 

How to meet the demand 

For the past year, each Steering Committee has wres-
tled with every conceivable option in order to serve 
more students and teachers including: reserving more 
facility space, moving the event outdoors, increasing the 
number of event days, or holding two festivals at differ-
ent times of year. 
 

Each of these attractive options has one or more draw-
backs. For example, increasing the number of event 
days seems the easiest option, yet this change requires a 
presenter to sacrifice three days in a row away from his/
her main job – and/or it requires our staff to find a 
much bigger presenter pool so that no presenter has to 
present more than two days. This option also requires 
more fundraising to cover increased transportation and 
facility costs. 
 

Moving the event outdoors introduces weather issues 
and limits the possible months in which to hold the fes-
tival. Add school testing and holidays to this equation 
and the festival date must be chosen from days or weeks 
instead of months. In addition, while an outdoor event 
may be the perfect solution for certain kinds of events, 
our presenters prefer the more controlled setting of a 
classroom so student distractions are minimized. 
 

The idea of holding two festivals is very attractive, but 
it is contingent on the ability to raise the funds.  The 
math is easy: two festivals cost twice as much as one. As 
it turns out, we decided this was our best option for the 

Middle Rio Grande area, but we could not do this until a 
suitable venue was built in Rio Rancho. That venue 
(Santa Ana Star arena) was built at last in 2006. 
 

Birth of the Rio Rancho Children’s Water Festival 

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation recently awarded the 
New Mexico Water Conservation (the festival pro-
gram’s fiscal partner and a 501c3) a substantial grant to 
launch the 2008 Rio Rancho Children’s Water Festival. 
This will enable approximately 600 Rio Rancho students 
to attend a local festival and it will enable us to add 250 
more Albuquerque students to their festival. Overall, 
this means about 850 more students and 35 more teach-
ers in the Middle Rio Grande area will be served each 
year. This does not mean we will meet the region’s en-
tire teacher demand, but we certainly are moving in the 
right direction. 
 

Abq. Bernalillo County Children’s Water Festival 

In 2000, the Middle Rio Grande festival began including 
students from Rio Rancho as well as Albuquerque and 
this has been the case until 2006. With the advent of the 
2008 Rio Rancho festival, we also will launch the 2007 
Albuquerque Bernalillo County Children’s Water Festi-
val – a name change that more accurately describes the 
population now being served. It will continue to serve a 
total of about 1,000 students and 50 teachers, but all of 
them will now come from Albuquerque.  
 

Santa Fe Children’s Water Festival 

On Feb. 7 & 8 2007, we celebrated with our fifth annual 
festival. It was held at the Santa Fe Community College 
(SFCC), the one and only possible location for about 
three years. We were extremely pleased this year with 
the smooth logistics and quality of the presenters, yet, as 
mentioned above, the venue could not accommodate 
even one more class/teacher. In fact, because SFCC is 
first and foremost a college, they do not routinely have 
empty classrooms. We feel fortunate to have secured 12 
classrooms for two days in a row in the month of our 
choice. The solution to serving more students in Santa 
Fe is not clear, but perhaps expanding the festival will 
become an option as soon as the Sweeney Convention 
Center is rebuilt (projected summer 2008). 
 

It is truly exciting that so many teachers want to      
participate in one of these children’s water festivals.  

(Continues on page 8) 

(Continued from page 6) 
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EE Success Story: Trout in Classroom 
 

Tiny hands wipe away the cool condensation from 
the glass. Eyes peer into the aquarium to get a better 
look at the trout eggs nestled within the rocks. Two 
elementary classes in Raton are hosting a lesson in 
wildlife management. Lisa Sanchez’s second grade 
class and Eva Chavez’s third grade class volunteered 
to make room for the 55 gallon aquariums. Now 
their classrooms are the most popular places in 
school. 
 

Danny Cummings, a speech pathologist at Colum-
bian Elementary, found out about the program while 
searching the internet. Classes host an aquarium and 
raise trout from eggs to a size that can be stocked 
into neighboring lakes. Columbian Elementary     
received a grant to purchase their own aquarium that 
will stay at the school. New Mexico Game and Fish 
has supported the project by supplying a second 
aquarium and trout eggs. The Game and Fish aquar-
ium will be moved to neighboring schools so more 
students can experience the hatchling experiment. 
 

This has been a learning experience for everyone  
involved. Obtaining all the pumps, air lines, filters, 
and the water chillers required for the aquariums 
was a challenge, but seeing the excitement of the 
kids and teachers made it all worth it. The trout eggs 
were supplied by Lisboa Hatchery in Pecos and 
Northeast Area Fisheries Manager Eric Frey       
supplied the technical support to make sure that the 
tiny eggs turn into catchable trout. 
 

Students in the classes are learning the life cycles of 
the trout, keeping track of the water temperatures, 
and pH levels, and counting how many eggs hatch 
into sac fry. It didn’t take long for the eggs to turn 
into lots of real live fish! The kids and the teachers 
are really enjoying the experience. 

 
For more information on what is needed to get 
involved with Trout in the Classroom, contact 
Clint Henson with the NM Department of 
Game and Fish at (505) 445-2311. 

Therefore, our challenge as festival organizers begin-
ning in 2006 was to shift our thinking away from 
simply “putting on the event” to a broader view of 
“serving the community.” It is a completely different 
focus that begins with understanding the potential 
population to be served. 
 

A Few Statistics 

It helped our planning process and definition of     
success once we understood a few statistics. For    
example, Albuquerque Public Schools has over 90,000 
students this year, with 83 elementary schools and 
7,000 fourth graders. There is no conceivable way at 
this time to serve even half those fourth graders, but 
our little victory will come when we serve 25% more 
in 2007 than we did in 2006. 
 

Does it matter that Santa Fe and Rio Rancho have 
virtually the same number of fourth graders (1,100), 
yet Rio Rancho has eight elementary schools while 
Santa Fe has 19?  The answer is “yes” when it comes 
to festival logistics and selection strategies that will 
serve the most students yet enable public, private, 
and home school students to attend. These kinds of 
facts have informed our decision making and made us 
better planners. 
 

In conclusion, our festival experiences over the past 
year have revealed the need for a more thoughtful 
planning approach that focuses primarily on how best 
to serve the community rather than simply how best 
to put on an event. We believe that our measure of 
program success must be linked to our understanding 
of what is possible. 
 

 

Katie Babuska serves as 
Festival Director for three 
area water festivals. She 
owns Experiential EE, 
LLC, an Albuquerque-
based project management 
consulting firm. She can be 
reached at 505-975-0036 or 
k_babuska@hotmail.com. 

  

The festival website is 
www.waterfestnm.com. 

EENEWS 
(Continued from page 7) 
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EELESSON PLAN 

Hide-a-Penny Map and Directions 
 

Overview: Students learn to create and use maps by hiding a penny in a familiar location, and 
then drawing a map for other students to use to find the penny. Students then use the maps 
to create an explanatory passage describing how to find the penny. 

Materials: One penny for each child, pencil and white paper for drawing; lined paper for  

writing; compass (optional) 

Time: 40 – 50 minutes 

Age appropriate: 1-6th grade, with modifications for youngest and oldest groups 

Objectives: Students have the potential to: 

1. Draw/create and use their own maps. 

2. Become aware that maps serve a purpose. 

3. Begin to gain an understanding of what makes a useful map. 

4. Practice explanatory writing by replicating the map in text form only 
 

Activity Procedure 

1. Students will be given a penny. If possible, make sure all pennies have different dates. 
Have the students write their names on the map and the date of the penny on a post-it or the 
back of the map (see #7). 

2. Students will hide their penny in a specific and limited area (classroom, part of the hallway, 
or some part of the playground; a specific area with given boundaries). 

3. Then students draw a map of the area showing the hiding place of that particular penny. 
Remind them their map is like a “Treasure Map.” Remind them to write their name on the back 
of their maps. 

4. A map should include at least one directional arrow (North, South, etc.), at least 4 land-
marks, and the penny location- a circle with the letter “P” in the middle. A landmark is anything 
that is put on the map that represents something in the real world (road, tree, path, desk, 
etc.). A map could also include: pictures, words, arrows, or number of steps. It doesn’t matter 
if others “see” where some of their friends hide their pennies because they don’t know which 
penny they will be looking for.) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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5. When maps are completed, collect them and pass them back out randomly to the students 
(make sure they don’t have their own map). 

6. Have students follow the map and search for the penny. Some students will find the      
pennies, some will get lost. In that case have the map maker lead the lost student to their 
map- explaining it along the way. 

7. They can check to see if they have found the correct penny by comparing the dates of the 
penny found, and the one on their map- or compare with the original map-maker (if date is kept 
secret). 

8. Once all the pennies are found, bring all of the students together and discuss what helped 
them find the pennies, and what made it difficult. Discuss guidelines for drawing good maps.  

Include: Using labels and write neatly; Drawing a picture of how something looks; On a map, big 
things should be big, and little things should be little; Only show things that are always there; 
Show the right number of things; Draw carefully 

***Encourage early elementary students to draw pictorial or panoramic views on their maps. 
Aerial views are more difficult and are best for 3rd grade and up. 
 

Explanatory Writing practice (2nd and up) 

1. Go through the hiding and mapping procedure again. Once the map is completed, have the 
students write in narrative form, directions for finding the penny FROM the map they just 
drew. During this second go-round, students will exchange written passages instead of maps. 
This means that their written passage must be very specific and they must not assume any-
thing about their reader. 

2. Use the following tips to guide students in writing the directions to their penny: 

 a. Use landmarks for a starting point and when describing the “next step”. 

 b. Choose a beginning landmark that is easy to find. 

 c. Use transitional words such as “first, second, then, next, also, in addition, finally…” 

 d. Use specific words to describe things- and avoid general or broad descriptions. 

 e. Use the map to visually suggest the next sentence in the paragraph. 
 

Source: adapted by Patty Keathley and Mark Everson from Mapmaking for Children, by David Sobel 

Correlated Standards: 

NM:  SS: St 12, Bch A&B, PS 2 

 LA: St 2, Bch D, PS 3; St 5, Bch B, PS 6   

 MA: St 8, Bch C, PS 1&2 
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EETEACHER WORKSHOPS 
May 19, 2007  

9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Wild Sandias! Short Course 

Sandia Mountain Natural History Center 
Come experience the Sandias! Hike with us and learn about the natural history and ecology of the area. Take 
home hands-on activities and fascinating facts about local plants and animals with which to engage your  
students. Local ecosystems help students learn and retain ecological principals more easily! Workshop is free 
and includes a copy of our ecology curricula. This workshop is open to all teachers, pre-teachers, and non-
teachers. For more information e-mail susan.davis@state.nm.us or call Susie at 505-281-5259. Please        
register with August Wainwright at august.wainwright@state.nm.us or call 505-841-2861. 
 

June 4 -8, 2007 

Chihuahuan Desert Teacher Workshop  

Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge 
Don't miss this exciting opportunity to spend a week at the Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge learning 
about Chihuahuan desert animals, plants, and geology. Get a copy of the Refuge's new teacher's guide to the 
desert with activities correlated to the State standards. Co-sponsored by UNM, credit available. 

Contact: Kimberly_King-Wrenn@fws.gov. 
 

June 11-15, 2007 

New Mexico Ecology Institute: Summer Teacher Academy 

Sandia Mountain Natural History Center 
Join the Sandia Mountain Natural History Center, NM Museum of Natural History & Science, and NM  
Public Education Department for a week of free interactive professional development: Learn to teach ecology 
principles/standards more effectively using local New Mexico ecosystems and inquiry-based instruction.  
Appropriate for 4th-8th grade teachers. Download an application at www.nmnaturalhistory.org or contact 
Susie Davis at (505) 281-5259 or  susan.davis@state.nm.us. 
 

Sept 28-30, 2007 

Advanced Project WILD Workshop 

Rocky Mountain Elk & Cutthroat Trout 
Last year’s Advanced Project WILD Natural History workshop in the Valle Vidal was so successful we are 
offering it again Sept 28-30, 2007. This is a rare opportunity to camp out near Shuree Ponds around the old 
Shuree Lodge. We will wake up to the sounds of elk bugling and view wild turkey and elk over our morning 
coffee. The workshop provides a chance to interact with other educators from around the state and pick up 
some standards-based activities for the classroom. Participants will be able to try their hand at fly-fishing 
and learn about elk and trout up close and personal. Space is limited so sign up today with Kevin Holladay at 
kevin.holladay@state.nm.us or (505) 476-8095. 
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EEPUBLIC PROGRAMS 

Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge 
 
Saturday, April 21st  
Native Plants Field Trip 
Join noted landscape architect and author Judith 
Phillips for a field trip to the diverse habitats of the 
Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge.8 AM to 12:00 
PM, no cost, reservations required, 505-864-4021. 
 

Saturday, May 19th 
Birding Hike 
Celebrate International Migratory Bird Day with a 
birding hike into the Los Pinos Mountains.           
7:00 AM—3:00 PM, bring a  sack lunch, no cost,           
reservations required, 505-864-4021. 

  New Mexico Forestry Camp  

  June 3-8, 2007 
 

New Mexico Forestry Camp is a 5-day outdoor 
workshop for the girls and boys of New     
Mexico between the ages of 13 and 17 who 
have a strong interest in the outdoors. Camp-
ers learn how to use, care for, and appreciate 
our land from resource professionals who teach 
them about trees, streams, archaeology,        
insects, wildland fire, range management,  
wildlife, outdoor ethics, search and rescue, 
soils, and geology. Each year, the Cuba Soil 
and  Water Conservation District sponsors 
camp along with co-sponsors from more than a 
dozen other agencies and organizations. The 
setting is Rancho del Chaparral Girl Scout 
Camp  surrounded by the beautiful Santa Fe 
National Forest in the Jemez Mountains.  
 

Volunteer adult counselors are currently being 
recruited to provide leadership and guidance to 
the campers. New Mexico Forestry Camp 
counselors are energetic, like to hike, enjoy 
working with youth, and work well as a team 
member in an outdoor setting. In addition to 
mileage reimbursement, counselors are       
provided with platform tents and meals.  
Counselors arrive at camp on June 2nd for    
orientation and the campers arrive on June 3rd.  
 

Please call Peggy Ohler, Cuba Soil and Water 
Conservation District, at (505) 289-3950 or 
email her at pegohler@yahoo.com if you would 
like more information about attending camp 
this June. Please call Marsha Hagerdon,   
counselor liaison, at (505) 287-8833 or email 
her at mhagerdon@fs.fed.us   if you would like 
more information about applying for a      
counselor position. 
 

Additional information is also available at our 
website at www.nmforestrycamp.org. 

Sandia Mountain Natural History Center’s 
First Saturday Series 
9:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m. 
Spend the day in the Mountains hiking our trails,  
visiting two hands-on exhibit rooms, and observing 
birds and other wildlife from our observation deck. 

April 7th– 10 a.m. Basics of Hiking Class 

May 5th– 10 a.m.  Basics of Birding Class 

June 2nd– 10 a.m.  GPS/Geochache Class 

July 7th– 10 a.m.  Orienteering Class 

August 4th– 10 a.m.  Plant Identification Class 

Call 505-281-5259 for more information. 
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EERESOURCES 

 

Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program 
Science, Education, and Stewardship 

 
$$ Funding Available for Field Experiences!! $$ 

 

The Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program (BEMP) offers field trips to 
Albuquerque’s stretch of the Rio Grande.  Bring students out to the 
bosque and participate in a 10-year study monitoring the health and 

ecology of our cottonwood forests.  Field trips can include groundwater 
chemistry, arthropod trapping, porcupine tracking, and many other  
ecological activities.  All data collected by students becomes part of 

UNM research projects and assists with bosque management activities.  
Get your students in the field and involved in their community…    

limited funding for transportation and substitute teachers is available! 

For more information or to schedule a trip contact Kim Scheerer at 
Bosque School: 505.898.6388 or ksche@bosqueschool.org!  Also check 

out our website at: http://www.bosqueschool.org/bemp.htm 

Outdoor Classroom Transportation Grant Program 
The “Kids ‘N Parks” program is funded by a “check-off” option on the annual New Mexico 
Personal Income Tax form (PIT-D) that permits taxpayers to make a voluntary contribu-
tion from their tax refund to the State Parks outdoor education program. The first year of 
this program will provide approximately $6,000 in transportation grants to the eleven 
schools whose applications were approved. 

 

The State Park “Kids N Parks” Outdoor Classroom transportation grants can be used to bring school     
children to an outdoor education   program at a state park, state wildlife area, a protected federal land area 
(e.g. a national park or monument, or a national wildlife refuge), or private lands (such as a nature center or 
ranch with outdoor education programs). 
 

The “Kids N Parks” contribution option is available on the PIT form for the 2006 tax year. The voluntary 
check-off program has the benefit of increasing outdoor educational programs without raising taxes, visitor 
fees, or affecting the state General Fund. 
 

For more information on the Kids N Parks Outdoor Classroom transportation grants, contact Christy     
Tafoya, Education and Resource Protection Program Manager, at (505) 476-3384 or 
Christy.Tafoya@state.nm.us. 
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New Mexico Association of   
Conservation Districts                                                      
(NMACD) is a nonprofit organization 
promoting conservation education to 
the state. We work with the Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts in New 
Mexico.   
 

We offer a curriculum called Food, Land, and 
People that is written for pre-K through grade 
12. It is a hands-on curriculum with follow-up 
evaluation ideas included. The curriculum is     
organized to be  easily integrated into daily lesson 
plans. It also includes student worksheets and 
handouts. The curriculum contains 55 lessons and 
20 are translated into Spanish. The curriculum is 
available on CD or hardcopy format. 
 

NMACD is also associated with the Rolling   
Rivers Trailers throughout New Mexico.  You 
may contact your local Soil and Water Office or 
Amber Hughes to schedule. This trailer is a great 
hands-on activity for kids to learn about water, 
water conservation, erosion, and conservation 
practices. 
 

For more details regarding any of these programs: 

Amber Hughes, NMACD Educational/
Information Coordinator 
5146 Queen Hwy 
Carlsbad, NM 88220 
505-981-2479, abchughes@wildblue.net 

EERESOURCES 

Forest History Society  
The FHS is a nonprofit educational institution 
that links the past to the future by identifying, 
collecting, preserving, interpreting, and 
disseminating information on the history of 
interactions between people, forests, and their 
related resources -- timber, water, soil, forage, 
wildlife, recreation, and scenic or spiritual values.  
 

If Trees Could Talk, a curriculum in 
Environmental History is a 9-module, middle 
school curriculum that allow teachers to 
download, free from the Forest History Society 
web site, social studies activities that are based 
upon archival materials. The centerpiece of each 
module is a compilation of primary resources--
documents, maps, newspaper articles, oral 
histories or photographs--from which students 
are asked to gather, examine, analyze 
information, and synthesize insights. The 
curriculum is presently being tested by teachers 
around the United States and has already 
generated much popular support. Each module is 
correlated to National Social Studies Standards.  
 

"The Greatest Good" film was produced by the 
U.S. Forest Service in honor of its Centennial 
celebration in 2005 and provides an in-depth look 
at natural resource management during the 20th 
century. The use of this film in a classroom offers 
an ideal way for students to study many related 
issues such as forest conservation, the role of fire 
in our society, wildlife protection, human impacts 
on the environment, and environmental   
decision-making in a democracy. The Greatest 
Good Teacher Guide offers K-12 educators 
suggestions for incorporating age-appropriate 
portions of the film and its bonus materials into 
the social studies, science, math, and civics 
classroom. There are also links to complementary  
lessons from many different organizations. 
 

http://www.foresthistory.org/Education 
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EEJOB ANNOUNCEMENTS 
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish 

Fishing Skills Education Specialist 
Southern New Mexico 

Title: The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish is submitting a Request for Proposals to conduct fishing clinics and aquatic education 
presentations in southern New Mexico-roughly south of State Highway 60 and Interstate 25. The Contractor’s overall objective is to educate 
New Mexico students as to the importance of healthy, diverse aquatic habitats and the fish populations that depend on them.  

Purpose: The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish is accepting proposals from qualified individuals to:                   

1)      Coordinate and present outdoor fishing clinics for students K-12 and other audiences.  

      2)      Develop and present classroom aquatic resources education presentations for students on: recreational 
              fishing skills, fish biology, and fish habitat. 

Submission of the Proposal must be sent to the Department no later than 4:00 pm Mountain Time, April 27, 2007.  To obtain a 
copy of the Request for Proposals you may download it from the Department’s website at www.wildlife.state.nm.us                      
(go to Education-Project WILD) or you may contact the procurement manager listed below. 

 

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish 
Request for Proposals: Fishing Skills Education Specialist 

Northern New Mexico 

Title: The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish is submitting a Request for Proposals to conduct fishing clinics and aquatic education 
presentations in northern New Mexico-roughly north of State Highway 60 and Interstate 25.  The Contractor’s overall objective is to educate 
New Mexico students as to the importance of healthy, diverse aquatic habitats and the fish populations that depend on them.  

Purpose: The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish is accepting proposals from qualified individuals to: 

  1)      Coordinate and present outdoor fishing clinics for students K-12 and other audiences.  

  2)      Develop and present classroom aquatic resources education presentations for students on:   
           recreational fishing skills, fish biology, and fish habitat. 

Submission of the Proposal must be sent to the Department no later than 4:00 pm Mountain Time, April 27, 2007.  To obtain a 
copy of the Request for Proposals you may download it from the Department’s website at www.wildlife.state.nm.us                       
(go to Education-Project WILD) or you may contact the procurement manager listed below. 

 

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish 
Request for Proposals: Fisheries Monitoring Education Specialist 

Title: The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish is submitting a Request for Proposals to teach fisheries and water quality monitoring. 
 

 Purpose: The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish is accepting proposals from qualified individuals to coordinate 
 and provide technical expertise to an established water quality and fisheries monitoring program for junior and high 
 school age students in New Mexico.  This program is a statewide, student watershed monitoring project that builds on 
 the existing New Mexico Watershed Watch project. 

Submission of the Proposal must be sent to the Department no later than 4:00 pm Mountain Time, April 27, 2007.  To obtain a 
copy of the Request for Proposals it can be downloaded from the Department’s website at www.wildlife.state.nm.us (go to Educa-
tion-Project WILD) or contact the procurement manager listed below. 

Contact Person: 

Kevin Holladay, Public Information and Outreach Division 

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, 1 Wildlife Way, PO Box 25112, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 

Tel.(505) 476-8095, Fax  (505) 476-8116, E-Mail: kevin.holladay@state.nm.us 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

Name:         Affiliation:                                                                                    

Year-round Mailing Address:                            

City/Town:      State:    Zip Code: 

Phones: W. (        )    H. (         )    Fax (         )  

Email Address:       Web Address: 

CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERSHIP TYPES 
 

Limited Income/Student Membership……..$10.00 

Individual Membership…………….……….$25.00 

Organizational Membership………………..$50.00 

         (Allows for 1 voting member and 2 general members) 

Name of voting member 

 

Names of 2 additional newsletter recipients 

 

Occasionally, other EE organizations ask for the 
EEANM mailing list.  The EEANM Board is selective in 
giving out the list to organizations with similar  
interests or missions. 

Check here if you object to your name being 
given to other organizations. 

Notes for EEANM Membership Directory:  Briefly 
include, in ten words or less, how you are involved in EE 
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