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Participants at the Environmental Literacy session at the EEANM/NMSTA conference in October.

Environmental Literacy Planning Begins

New Mexico environmental educators are leading the effort to establish an
Environmental Literacy Plan for NM students, from kindergarten through 12th grade.
Similar plans have been completed in other states, and some examples are located in this
Google Docs folder. After two years of preliminary discussions at conferences and other
meetings, the Environmental Education Association of New
Mexico is initiating a process of statewide meetings to gather
input and direction for the plan. The official kick-off meeting,
co-hosted by the NM State Land Office, will be held on January
5th in Santa Fe (contact EEANM to attend). Other meetings
will follow in locations around the state.

State ELPs are in response to the No Child Left Inside (NCLI)
Act, which has been introduced for the third time to the 112th
US Congress. NCLI calls for implementation support to State
Public Education Departments that have adopted an
Environmental Literacy Plan that meets certain requirements.
We are fortunate in NM to have four of our five Congressional
delegation as sponsors of the proposed legislation. Our initial
discussions with stakeholders in NM have yielded tremendous
enthusiasm and support for developing a plan. A framework for NM State Land Com-

integrating multidisciplinary, project-based environmental missioner Ray Powell
education into the regular public schools curriculum will will offer keynote
provide needed support and guidance for educating address at ELP kickoff

schoolchildren about the environment. on January 5th, 2012,

Information about meetings and other opportunities for input
will be shared via the EEANM website and the EcoEd listserve.



https://docs.google.com/open?id=0By0Mn044giLxMDU5MzgyZGQtMTM5OS00NGNjLTg2YjktMjUwZGRhMjRiZmM5
http://eeanm.org

EEANM PRESI DE

Farmington

From the President:

As 2011 comes to a fnale it'som«cpitt!
exciting possi IEIEIAINM €3 oasred Cdrigeyi t h
addition of board memberAf tifearono urh|rarur
conference with the New Mexico Scl| en

we xAé Ad é AhdWA&d | bwi ng

~ - z A oA -

who will continue+OBOQ®@BETR WOOAODEERANM
t h®i erra Club, "RAEWNt edO®inbdagisonal| Ou
Education Projec#EOBOGavi miAiNEAN Mexn ¢
Parks and basedVedute afl sa mtagp pFre .t q ha
memberisAxasAARAEOEhE OEEANN IblJo awAdt:AKit hends of Whift fe
Conservation*Ai €d 2PAAMBEARBOBDIEY Mountain Youth {Cor
TaosAOEU 7HHE®AI AThe Gila Conservat i o AEHIuA a(tAighmOicC
recently relrirwdr sirtoym cbhaeFed asu EIl o P 2K ad\A OOr wii QeI E | -
t he USDA Forest SeAsviycoeu icma nAlsaemo g cErEAAONM | s c ommi t
environment al education expertise from throudhou
state.
The new year also brings opportunities to helflp b
communwWittyh. t he | egislative session slated to |pegi
t as Rl @EOT T 1 AT OAl NewOMOAKOOr unfamiliar with he
“environment al |l iteracy”, dobn”¢$¢ fhetabilkisyefgsyu
comprehend and crybtucguéeybethenki hrbdbeméesntt andi ng| ou
connections to the | and; the water we use an t h
our human interactions with atbobuwmliedhandboespbes
citiZe@asenvironmental | ididr ascyamdwemdnt iits sHHRH I
and OU c anmOnheTlhp!r sda'y', EJEaAmNuva rwi-hlda dben gs paenarenvi r p n me
community evemWwW tdand ha&agesmugpgport of State Land (omn
articulate the needs of our New Mexican citi Zens
ompage of this nTehwssl eatitlelr )b.e an 18 month procefgs
from throughout the state... a fabulous way tjo g
Have a fabul ous holiday flled with family, fr]ien
the winterti mel
Cheer s,
Ki mi Scheerer

EEANM Board

Presi dent

EEANM— 2

EE-CONNECTIONS—Winter 2011



EEANM BOARD OF DI H

Officers

President

Kimi Scheerer
Albuquerque

(505) 898-6388
ksche@bosqueschool.org

Vice-President

Kristina Ortez de Jones

Taos

(505) 243-7767
kristina.ortez@sierraclub.org

Treasurer

Amy Landers
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 764-6285
alanders(@cabq.gov

Secretary
Vacant

At Large Members

Kathy Whiteman
Silver City

(575) 388-8266
kwhitema@gmail.com

Christy Tafoya

Santa Fe

(505) 476-3384
christy.tafoya@state.nm.us

Becky Kerr

Flora Vista

(505) 334-1702
bkerr@fourcornersschool.org

Molly Madden
Belen
(505) 864-4388

mmmadden@aol.com

Robert Trujillo
Alamogordo
(575) 434-7306

ratrujillo@fs.fed.us

Jamie Radenbaugh

Taos

(575)751-1420 ext. 29
jamie@youthcorps.org

Elaine Hampton

Las Cruces

(915) 373-3627
elainemhampton@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Barbara Garrity

info@eeanm.org

505

-715-7021

The LI st
New Me x|

EC

If you haven’t signed on to the eco-ed listserv, you are missing out on a great form of communication
regarding environmental education in New Mexico. To sign up, go to our website at www.eeanm.org
and follow the instructions. And don't forget to join EEANM to support this great service!
Problems? contact Barbara Garrity, (505) 715-7021 or info@eeanm.org

serve for
co Environm
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Project Learning Tree’s

_PLT® Green Schools Program Comes to New Mexico
GreenSchools!

New Mexico will be working with students and staff to perform energy audits for their schools, through a
program called GreenSchools! GreenSchools! is Project Learning Tree (PLT) program in partnership with the
US Forest Service, and the Corporation for National and Community Service. It provides a blueprint for
educators, students, environmental and health advocates, school board members, parents and interested
community members to teach, learn, and engage together in creating a more green and healthy learning
environment at their school. It combines environmental education, service learning, and leadership opportunities
for students to help turn their school into a model green school.

On January 19", four NM schools will spend a day with trainers, Al Stenstrup of Project Learning Tree and
Vicki Arthur of the Forest Service Conservation Education offices in Washington D.C. The schools are Desert
Ridge and Madison Middle Schools, Coronado Elementary School and Rio Grande School. Each school will
participate in the training with about 3 staff and 5 students per school. Each school will receive tools such as a
watt meter, light meter, and infra red thermometer. In addition, they will receive some funding for action
projects related to “greening” their schools.

To find out more about this program, see http://www.greenschools.org/ and contact Jean Szymanski, Regional
Conservation Educator, USDA Forest Service, NM PLT Coordinator, at jszymanski@fs.fed.us or (505) 842-
3325.

, New Mexico Project Learning Tree

{PLT. Workshops Statewide
N

ew Mexico

This fall there were PLT trainings in Rio Rancho, Tijeras, Silver City, Los Alamos, Albuquerque, and Carlsbad!
The demand is growing as more educators are learning about and using PLT with their students. The program
engages students in learning with interdisciplinary activities on a variety of topics related to the environmental.
Materials use the constructivist approach to learning, whole language teaching, cooperative learning, problem
solving, and authentic assessments.

There is currently one workshop planned for February 4 in Taos. Facilitators Mary Stuever and Nina
Mastrangelo will present the workshop. To register, please contact Barbara Garrity at info@eeanm.org .
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Southern NM’s Youth ACTION Coalition
Reconnects Communities with Nature

Forester Tina Aprill instructs La Luz Elementary 5th graders in using the increment borer to estimate tree age.

The U.S. Forest Service recently awarded more than $71,000 to the Lincoln National Forest’s Southern New Mexico
Children’s Forest initiative in support of conservation education programs that will provide children more
opportunities to experience the great outdoors, learn about nature, and build a lasting commitment to conservation
and land stewardship. Children’s Forest programs will include training teachers in interdisciplinary hands-on
conservation education curricula, designing curricula for grade-appropriate field trips that match state standards,
offering activities to after school and summer programs, creating a kid-friendly Children’s Forest Guide with local
sites and activities for kids and families, and building a Children’s Forest website.

The Youth A.C.T.I.LO.N. (Appreciating, Connecting, and Thriving on Nature) Coalition is the local seed from which
the Children’s Forest concept grew. The coalition is a group of agency and organization representatives, educators,
health professionals, and individuals with a mission to engage youth in fun and educational outdoor experiences, and
promote healthy lifestyles and stewardship of our natural world. The broad partnership includes White Sands
National Monument, Bureau of Land Management, Asombro Institute for Science Education, Girl Scouts of the
Greater Southwest, Boy Scouts-Yucca Council and Conquistador Council, New Mexico Rails-to-Trails Association,
National Solar Observatory, New Mexico State University-Alamogordo, Oliver Lee State Park, New Mexico Game
& Fish, Otero County, Alamogordo Public School System, Otero Soil & Water Conservation District, Mescalero
Apache Tribe, Otero County Community Health Council, and Scientifically Connected Communities.

For more information, or if you’d like to participate in the Youth ACTION Coalition, please contact Peg Crim at
perim@fs.fed.us, or 575-434-7231.
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Join us at meetings around New Mexico to develop a plan
for educating New Mexico’s children
to steward our environment into the future.

(PIease come to the kickoff \

meeting in Santa Fe, January 5,
2012 from 12pm—4:30pm!

Contact us for more
information about upcoming
meetings in Las Cruces, Gallup,
Farmington, Albuquerque,
Carisbad, and Las Vegas.

Help create a framework to ensure that
students increase their environmental
literacy and enhance their academic
achievement through innovative,
real-world, project-based learning.

This foundation will provide students with
the knowledge and skills to care for our

environment into the future.

Environmental Education Association of New Mexico
info@eeanm.org, (505) 715-7021, www.eeanm.org
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