EE

The Newsletter of the
Environmental Education Association of New Mexico

CONNECTIONS
Vol. 19, No. 3: Winter 2011

Inside this Issue:
Environmental Literacy ....... 1
From the President ............... 2
Contact Information ............. 3
PLT’s Green Schools ........... 4
Youth Action ........................ 5
ELP flyer .............................. 6
Year in Pictures .................... 7

Visit the EEANM
website for:
Grants
Jobs
Teacher Workshops
Calendar of Events
EE News
www.eeanm.org

Participants at the Environmental Literacy session at the EEANM/NMSTA conference in October.

Environmental Literacy Planning Begins
New Mexico environmental educators are leading the effort to establish an
Environmental Literacy Plan for NM students, from kindergarten through 12th grade.
Similar plans have been completed in other states, and some examples are located in this
Google Docs folder. After two years of preliminary discussions at conferences and other
meetings, the Environmental Education Association of New
Mexico is initiating a process of statewide meetings to gather
input and direction for the plan. The official kick-off meeting,
co-hosted by the NM State Land Office, will be held on January
5th in Santa Fe (contact EEANM to attend). Other meetings
will follow in locations around the state.
State ELPs are in response to the No Child Left Inside (NCLI)
Act, which has been introduced for the third time to the 112th
US Congress. NCLI calls for implementation support to State
Public Education Departments that have adopted an
Environmental Literacy Plan that meets certain requirements.
We are fortunate in NM to have four of our five Congressional
delegation as sponsors of the proposed legislation. Our initial
discussions with stakeholders in NM have yielded tremendous
enthusiasm and support for developing a plan. A framework for
integrating multidisciplinary, project-based environmental
education into the regular public schools curriculum will
provide needed support and guidance for educating
schoolchildren about the environment.
Information about meetings and other opportunities for input
will be shared via the EEANM website and the EcoEd listserve.

NM State Land Commissioner Ray Powell
will offer keynote
address at ELP kickoff
on January 5th, 2012.

EEANM PRESIDENT
From the President:
As 2011 comes to a finale it's exciting to be jumping into a new year - one with
exciting possibilities and change! EEANM closes 2011 with the fabulous fall
addition of board members from throughout the state. After our annual
conference with the New Mexico Science Teachers Association in
Farmington we're delighted to welcome back the following board members
who will continue to work with EEANM: Kristina Ortez de Jones with
the Sierra Club, located in Taos; Becky Kerr from the Bioregional Outdoor
Education Project in Farmington; and Christy Tafoya with New Mexico State
Parks and based out of Santa Fe. We're also happy to have the following
members as new additions to the EEANM board: Molly Madden with the Friends of Whitfield Wildlife
Conservation Area in Belen; Jamie Radenbaugh with the Rocky Mountain Youth Corps, also in
Taos; Kathy Whiteman from the Gila Conservation Education Center in Silver City; Elaine Hampton,
recently retired from the University of Texas El Paso - based out of Las Cruces; and Robert Trujillo with
the USDA Forest Service in Alamogordo! As you can see, EEANM is committed to working with
environmental education expertise from throughout the diverse geographic regions of our beautiful
state.
The new year also brings opportunities to help bring environmental education into the classroom and
community. With the legislative session slated to begin in early 2012, EEANM is poised to conquer the
task of Environmental Literacy in New Mexico. If your unfamiliar with the seemingly wordy term
“environmental literacy”, don’t fret… it’s easy to understand. It’s the ability to understand,
comprehend and critically think about – you guessed it – the environment. Understanding our
connections to the land; the water we use and the watersheds they come from; the plants, animals AND
our human interactions with all of the above help create sound, well-rounded and responsible
citizens. The environmental literacy movement is HERE – it’s national, it’s regional, it’s local… it IS real
and - YOU can help! On Thursday, January 5th, EEANM will be spear-heading an environmental literacy
community event and agenda. With the support of State Land Commissioner Ray Powell help create and
articulate the needs of our New Mexican citizens to connect with the land (learn more about this event
on page ____ of this newsletter). This will be an 18 month process with meetings and input gathered
from throughout the state... a fabulous way to give back to your community.
Have a fabulous holiday filled with family, friends and of course, the frosty outdoor fun of New Mexico in
the wintertime!
Cheers,
Kimi Scheerer
EEANM Board President
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Kathy Whiteman
Silver City
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kwhitema@gmail.com

Molly Madden
Belen
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Santa Fe
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ECO-ED

info@eeanm.org

505-715-7021

The Listserve for
New Mexico Environmental Educators

If you haven’t signed on to the eco-ed listserv, you are missing out on a great form of communication
regarding environmental education in New Mexico. To sign up, go to our website at www.eeanm.org
and follow the instructions. And don't forget to join EEANM to support this great service!
Problems? contact Barbara Garrity, (505) 715-7021 or info@eeanm.org
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EE NEWS
Project Learning Tree’s
Green Schools Program Comes to New Mexico

New Mexico will be working with students and staff to perform energy audits for their schools, through a
program called GreenSchools! GreenSchools! is Project Learning Tree (PLT) program in partnership with the
US Forest Service, and the Corporation for National and Community Service. It provides a blueprint for
educators, students, environmental and health advocates, school board members, parents and interested
community members to teach, learn, and engage together in creating a more green and healthy learning
environment at their school. It combines environmental education, service learning, and leadership opportunities
for students to help turn their school into a model green school.
On January 19th, four NM schools will spend a day with trainers, Al Stenstrup of Project Learning Tree and
Vicki Arthur of the Forest Service Conservation Education offices in Washington D.C. The schools are Desert
Ridge and Madison Middle Schools, Coronado Elementary School and Rio Grande School. Each school will
participate in the training with about 3 staff and 5 students per school. Each school will receive tools such as a
watt meter, light meter, and infra red thermometer. In addition, they will receive some funding for action
projects related to “greening” their schools.
To find out more about this program, see http://www.greenschools.org/ and contact Jean Szymanski, Regional
Conservation Educator, USDA Forest Service, NM PLT Coordinator, at jszymanski@fs.fed.us or (505) 8423325.

New Mexico Project Learning Tree
Workshops Statewide

This fall there were PLT trainings in Rio Rancho, Tijeras, Silver City, Los Alamos, Albuquerque, and Carlsbad!
The demand is growing as more educators are learning about and using PLT with their students. The program
engages students in learning with interdisciplinary activities on a variety of topics related to the environmental.
Materials use the constructivist approach to learning, whole language teaching, cooperative learning, problem
solving, and authentic assessments.
There is currently one workshop planned for February 4 in Taos. Facilitators Mary Stuever and Nina
Mastrangelo will present the workshop. To register, please contact Barbara Garrity at info@eeanm.org .
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EE NEWS
Southern NM’s Youth ACTION Coalition
Reconnects Communities with Nature

Forester Tina Aprill instructs La Luz Elementary 5th graders in using the increment borer to estimate tree age.

The U.S. Forest Service recently awarded more than $71,000 to the Lincoln National Forest’s Southern New Mexico
Children’s Forest initiative in support of conservation education programs that will provide children more
opportunities to experience the great outdoors, learn about nature, and build a lasting commitment to conservation
and land stewardship. Children’s Forest programs will include training teachers in interdisciplinary hands-on
conservation education curricula, designing curricula for grade-appropriate field trips that match state standards,
offering activities to after school and summer programs, creating a kid-friendly Children’s Forest Guide with local
sites and activities for kids and families, and building a Children’s Forest website.
The Youth A.C.T.I.O.N. (Appreciating, Connecting, and Thriving on Nature) Coalition is the local seed from which
the Children’s Forest concept grew. The coalition is a group of agency and organization representatives, educators,
health professionals, and individuals with a mission to engage youth in fun and educational outdoor experiences, and
promote healthy lifestyles and stewardship of our natural world. The broad partnership includes White Sands
National Monument, Bureau of Land Management, Asombro Institute for Science Education, Girl Scouts of the
Greater Southwest, Boy Scouts-Yucca Council and Conquistador Council, New Mexico Rails-to-Trails Association,
National Solar Observatory, New Mexico State University-Alamogordo, Oliver Lee State Park, New Mexico Game
& Fish, Otero County, Alamogordo Public School System, Otero Soil & Water Conservation District, Mescalero
Apache Tribe, Otero County Community Health Council, and Scientifically Connected Communities.
For more information, or if you’d like to participate in the Youth ACTION Coalition, please contact Peg Crim at
pcrim@fs.fed.us, or 575-434-7231.
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