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Amara Szrom is an environmental educator, ecological designer, and 
event organizer with 13 years of experience teaching regenerative 
practices in pre-k through undergraduate school programs. She holds 
an undergraduate Environmental Science degree and a master’s degree 
in Community and Regional Planning, focusing on Southwestern Water 
Resource Management. Amara’s mission is to reconnect the youth to 
our life-sustaining systems through joyful participation and place-based 
belonging, weaving permaculture practices with deep ecology exercises 
from 'the Work That Reconnects' framework. 
 
 
 
 
 
Anna Martin works with the State of New Mexico to connect early 
childhood centers with local food through the New Mexico Grown Grant. 
With a master’s degree in Social Work from NMSU and bachelor’s degrees 
in Sociology and Spanish, her background includes affordable housing case 
management, community health outreach, and developing and managing 
on-site community gardens. Anna is passionate about creating equitable, 
hands-on opportunities that connect communities and families to New 
Mexico’s local food systems and great outdoors. When not working, she 
enjoys hiking and exploring the New Mexico outdoors with her spouse and 
15-month-old daughter. 
 
 
Dr. Anuoluwapo (Anu) Ogunleye is an Assistant Professor of 
Agriculture and the Director of Sustainable Agriculture and Soil 
Health (SASH) laboratory at the Department of Agriculture, Food 
Science, and Kinesiology at Eastern New Mexico University. Dr. 
Ogunleye’s expertise is in crop and forage agronomy, soil, and 
environmental health. Her research integrates field and laboratory 
approaches to enhance agricultural sustainability in semi-arid 
environments, with a focus on cover cropping, greenhouse gas 
fluxes, nutrient cycling, and cropping systems. Dr. Ogunleye holds 
a Ph.D. in Environmental Sciences and Health from the University 
of Nevada, Reno, and has led and contributed to multiple funded 
projects, including national and international research 
collaborations. Dr. Ogunleye is a widely published author, 
regularly presents at scientific conferences, and serves as a 
reviewer for leading agricultural journals. Her passion for teaching 
(both indoors and outdoors, as well as in formal and informal settings), mentoring, and 
community engagement is reflected in her innovative instruction, service roles, and leadership 
in initiatives such as the Feed the Hounds program and her role 
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as a board member of the United Way of Eastern New Mexico. Dr. Ogunleye is 
dedicated to advancing resilient agroecosystems and supporting the next generation of 
agricultural scientists through education, research, and mentorship. 
 
Blanca Stacey Villalobos (they/them/theirs) is a cultural steward 
and interdisciplinary artist from the San Gorgonio Pass of Southern 
California with native and ancestral roots in Jalisco, México. They are 
a queer descendent of immigrants and comes from a lineage of 
artists, educators and land stewards. They are developing their work 
and practice on the ancestral lands of the Tiwa peoples of 
Albuquerque, New Mexico and hold space for community 
engagement through their online and in person programs. Over the 
past 10 years they have had the honor of working with youth and 
families of color as a community educator, co-facilitated a racial 
justice program for desert conservation advocates and supported 
relational healing and reconciliation efforts in service of Indigenous 
peoples. As the small business owner of Song Dog Relations LLC they 
offer services and programs that integrate land, art & connection as 
a way to support communities towards a sense of belonging. 
 
Leanna Dawn McClure, Oglála Lakȟóta, is the Founder and CEO of 
Kiksuyapi Consulting. The agency offers education, policy, advisory, 
and community-based services, specializing in the landscape of 
Indian Country. Her lived experiences of storywork and educational 
leadership permeate Kiksuyapi Consulting’s framework, where 
ancestral wisdom and learning through tradition propel Indigenized 
liberation for the 8th Generation. As a doctoral candidate of 
Organizational Leadership & Transformation through Northeastern 
University (Boston, MA), Ms. McClure’s research focuses on 
Indigenous female “reziliency” and leadership within nonprofit organizations. Leanna served as 
Tribal Liaison for the Department of Education and the Indian Education Offices in Washington, 
D.C. and most recently served as Program Manager at The Food Depot, northern New Mexico’s 
food bank. 
 
Hi, I’m Mary Stone from Silver City!​
I’m passionate about the outdoors, my community, and 
putting my heart into everything I do! Living in such a 
diverse and inspiring area has deepened my appreciation 
for this incredible world and shaped so much of who I am 
today! Currently, I wear many hats in service of our 
community and environment. I work as the Education 
Director at the Upper Gila Watershed Alliance (UGWA), 
where I lead youth-focused programs like the Children’s 
Water Festival, Eco Camp for Teens, the New Earth Project 
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(NEP) in elementary schools, and educational outings focused on local flora, fauna, and the 
importance of preserving our dark skies. I also teach Ecological Monitoring every Friday with 
Aldo Leopold High School students through YCC (Youth Conservation Corps). I’m the cofounder 
and treasurer of the Future Forge Makerspace, where I coordinate the Makers Market and 
collaborate with an incredible community of local creators. Through Future Forge, I also help 
organize events like Give Grandly, the Southwest Print Fiesta, the CLAY Festival and more! 
Additionally, I serve as the coordinator of the Silver City Blues Festival, the largest outdoor 
music festival in the town! Whether it’s education, environmental advocacy, the arts, music, or 
just rolling in grass, I’m passionate about bringing people together and creating meaningful 
experiences that celebrate, support, and empower EVERYONE to embrace the outdoors! 
 
Meghan Baker (she/her) grew up in rural Northern California 
close to the sea and the redwoods, where she gained a deep 
appreciation for wilderness and wildlife. Her involvement as 
both student and teacher in a youth drama program fostered 
her passion for social justice and education. She earned a 
degree in Interdisciplinary Studies, developing a program of 
study combining her interests in social and environmental 
justice with education and art. Meghan has over fourteen years 
of experience working with youth and works to make learning 
engaging, inclusive, and fun in her role as Senior Education 
Coordinator at the Randall Davey Audubon Center and Wildlife 
Sanctuary. She is looking forward to being part of this 
collaborative and passionate Fellowship cohort. 
 
 
Nikoma Henkels: I was born and raised in Colorado, and 
graduated from Colorado Mountain College in Carbondale 
with a Bachelor’s in Sustainability. I really enjoy working with 
the land, especially in building sustainable food systems, 
landscape restoration and connecting children and adults 
with nature through experiences and built landscapes. I am 
currently working towards a Master’s in Landscape 
Architecture at the University of New Mexico, as well as 
raising my son and working as a grant writer for FUSION 
theater.   
 
 
 


